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  Greetings Parents and Family Members,   

  
We are thrilled to provide you with the Family’s Backpack Guide: Understanding Curriculum,  
Instruction and Assessments for Student Learning. This resource guide is intended to provide you with an in depth 
look into what your child is learning and how they are being assessed in school. We have included in this backpack 
helpful information to support your child’s school academic success and learning at home.  
  
Research shows that how well students do in school depends a great deal upon how much their parents get involved 
in their education. Family engagement is the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities.  
 
It is our desire to continually partner with the families of Bibb County School District. Family Engagement/Title I 
representatives and Parent Resource Centers/Areas are available in each school. We value your contributions toward 
our common goal of achieving student achievement.  

    

Sincerely, 

  

Lottie Hayes         LaQuandea Chambers  
District Family Engagement Coordinator      District Family Engagement Secretary 
 
Makeba Davis Rogers        Tangie Franks   
District Family Engagement Specialist                                                            District Family Engagement Specialist 
  
Shemika Gary        Pamela Richardson  
District Family Engagement Specialist      District Family Engagement Specialist 
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A Parent’s Guide to Georgia’s 
College and Career Ready 
Performance Index (CCRPI) 
Georgia’s Annual School, District, and State Accountability System 

WHAT IS CCRPI? 

The College and Career Ready Performance Index – CCRPI – is 

Georgia’s tool for annually measuring how well its schools, districts, 

and the state itself are helping students achieve their goals. It provides 

a comprehensive road map to help educators, parents, and 

community members promote and improve college and career 

readiness for all students. 

WHAT CAN IT TELL ME? 

Are students at my local school achieving at college and career ready 

levels? Are students making academic progress – whether they are 

low achievers or high achievers? Are students taking advanced courses 

or completing pathways, such as in career and technical education or 

the fine arts? Are students prepared for what comes next? The CCRPI 

can help answer these and many other questions. 

Accountability gives schools and communities a roadmap for 

improvement. It provides the levers to affect change and measure 

progress. With the CCRPI, every stakeholder in the school community 

has access to data and can play a role in continually improving 

student opportunities and performance. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

Get involved! Talk to your local school about ways you can get 

involved. Parents are a critical partner in enhancing opportunities for 

students and improving student achievement and college and career 

readiness. There is no shortage of opportunities, both small and large, 

to get involved and make a difference. 

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE? 

To view CCRPI reports or learn more, visit accountability.gadoe.org. 

CCRPI AT A GLANCE 

Every year, each school in 

Georgia receives a CCRPI 

score from 0 to 100, with a 

possibility of 10 additional 

challenge points. Districts 

also receive CCRPI scores 

based on their schools’ scores. 

The 100 points are earned 

from various indicators that 

look at assessment scores, 

graduation rates, and other 

data measuring students’ 

readiness for the next level of 

education and progress 

towards graduation.  

The CCRPI also shares other 

information, such as the 

performance of student 

subgroups, school climate, 

and financial efficiency status. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx


  

 

 

 

 

Georgia Milestones Assessment 

Understanding Your Child’s Performance, 

Skills and Knowledge by Grade and Subject 

Grades 3-12 



Grade 3 – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 

it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 

English 
Language Arts 

In general, your child can: 

• read texts below grade level 

• write simple narrative, opinion, 
or informative/explanatory 
pieces  

• conduct simple, short research 
projects 

In general, your child can: 

• read and explain texts near 
grade level 

• write loosely organized 
narrative, opinion, or 
informative/explanatory pieces 
with limited details or reasons  

• conduct simple, short research 
projects, building limited 
knowledge about topics 

In general, your child can: 

• read and explain complex texts 
at grade level 

• write narrative, opinion, or 
informative/explanatory pieces 
with supporting details or 
reasons and clear organization 
that links information together 

• conduct short research projects, 
building knowledge about topics 

In general, your child can: 

• read and analyze complex texts 
at grade level or above 

• write multi-paragraph narrative, 
opinion, or 
informative/explanatory pieces 
using effective details or 
reasons 

• conduct complex research 
projects, building extensive 
knowledge about topics 

Mathematics  In general, your child can: 

• add and subtract whole 
numbers 

• solve one-step word problems 
using addition and subtraction 

• find the next number in a 
pattern 

• understand place value 

• tell and write time to the 
nearest 5 minutes 

• recognize quadrilaterals and 
partition shapes into halves 

• recognize standard units of 
measure 

• recognize fractions as part of a 
whole 

In general, your child can: 

• add and subtract numbers to 
1,000 

• solve one-step problems using 
addition, subtraction, and 
multiplication 

• extend number patterns 

• tell and write time to the minute 

• measure length to the whole 
unit 

• identify features of two-
dimensional objects 

• represent unit fractions as equal 
parts of a whole 

• interpret data in picture and bar 
graphs to solve problems 

• find the area and perimeter of 
rectangles with given side 
lengths 

• recognize that shapes fit into 
different categories 

• partition shapes into equal parts 

In general, your child can: 

• add and subtract fluently 

• multiply whole numbers by 
multiples of ten 

• solve two-step word problems 
using addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division 

• find unknowns in multiplication 
and division equations 

• use place value relationships to 
round numbers 

• compare fractions with the 
same numerator or 
denominator 

• measure length to the nearest 
quarter of a unit 

• create bar graphs, pictographs, 
and line plots from given data 

• categorize shapes 

In general, your child can: 

• identify arithmetic patterns with 
multiple rules 

• recognize that each place value, 
left to right, is ten times the one 
before it 

• multiply multiples of ten by 
each other 

• understand fractions that are 
equal, compare fractions, and 
add and subtract fractions 

• measure elapsed time 

• measure and estimate length, 
volume, and mass 

• interpret line plots 

• recognize patterns between 
area and perimeter 

• recognize characteristics of two-
dimensional objects 



Grade 4 – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 

it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 

English 
Language Arts 

In general, your child can: 

• read texts below grade level 

• write simple narrative, opinion, 
or informative/explanatory 
pieces  

• conduct research, providing 
irrelevant evidence or 
categorizing evidence 
incorrectly 

In general, your child can: 

• read and explain texts near 
grade level  

• write loosely organized 
narrative, opinion, or 
informative/explanatory pieces 
using limited facts, details, or 
reasons 

• conduct research, providing and 
categorizing some evidence 
correctly 

In general, your child can: 

• read and explain complex texts 
at grade level 

• write opinion and 
informative/explanatory pieces 
that clearly link ideas, facts, or 
reasons 

• write narratives with developed 
characters and descriptive 
details 

• conduct short research projects, 
categorizing relevant evidence 
into provided categories 

In general, your child can: 

• read and analyze complex texts 
at grade level or above 

• write multi-paragraph opinion 
and informative/explanatory 
pieces with many relevant facts, 
reasons, or details 

• write engaging narratives with 
effective details and a strong 
sense of closure 

• conduct short research projects, 
analyzing and categorizing 
relevant evidence into proper 
categories 

Mathematics  In general, your child can: 

• add and subtract up to three 
digits 

• solve simple, one-step word 
problems by adding, 
subtracting, or multiplying 

• find all factor pairs up to 24 

• read and write numbers using 
place value 

• distinguish between larger and 
smaller units of measure 

• compare fractions with like 
denominators 

• identify data in line plots 

• recognize angles 

• draw points and line segments 

• identify two-dimensional shapes 

• recognize shapes with symmetry 

In general, your child can: 

• add and subtract fluently 

• solve one-step word problems 
by multiplying and dividing 

• find all factor pairs up to 48 

• find two-digit, whole number 
quotients 

• compare numbers using place 
value 

• read and write numbers in 
expanded form 

• add and subtract fractions with 
like denominators 

• convert units of measurement 
by multiplying 

• find area of rectangles 

• draw line plots to show data 

• draw and identify points, lines, 
and angles 

• classify two-dimensional shapes 

• identify lines of symmetry 

In general, your child can: 

• add, subtract, and multiply 
fluently 

• solve multistep word problems  

• find factor pairs 

• interpret remainders when 
dividing 

• find rules of number and shape 
patterns 

• use place value to order and 
compare numbers 

• solve word problems involving 
fractions, angles, converting 
measurement, or using data 

• find equivalent fractions 

• compare two decimals 

• draw and recognize parallel and 
perpendicular lines in shapes 

• draw lines of symmetry 

In general, your child can: 

• add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide fluently 

• create number and shape 
patterns that follow a given rule 

• recognize remainders as 
fractional parts 

• write numbers in expanded 
form 

• explain number patterns 

• round to specific place value 

• understand, represent, order, 
and compare fractions 

• add and subtract mixed 
numbers with like denominators 

• order decimals 

• solve multistep problems in 
measurement conversion and 
interpretation of data 

• recognize right triangles 



Grade 5 – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 

it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 

English 
Language Arts 

In general, your child can: 

• read texts below grade level 

• write simple narrative, 
opinion, and 
informative/explanatory 
pieces using irrelevant facts, 
reasons, or details  

• conduct research using two 
sources to investigate a topic   

In general, your child can: 

• summarize texts near grade 
level 

• write loosely organized opinion 
and informative/explanatory 
pieces using limited facts, 
reasons, or details 

• write narratives with simple 
characters and few details 

• conduct research using several 
sources to investigate a topic  

In general, your child can: 

• determine a theme or main 
ideas and summarize complex, 
grade-level texts  

• write opinion and 
informative/explanatory pieces 
that clearly link ideas, reasons, 
facts, or details 

• write narratives with 
descriptive details and 
developed characters 

• conduct short research 
projects to investigate 
different aspects of a topic  

In general, your child can: 

• determine a theme or main ideas 
and summarize complex, above- 
grade-level texts 

• write multiparagraph opinion and 
informative/explanatory pieces 
with effectively supportive ideas, 
reasons, facts, or details 

• write well-developed narratives 
that convey characters, 
experiences, and events precisely 

• conduct research projects using 
several sources to analyze 
information and provide evidence 
supporting different aspects of a 
topic  

Mathematics  In general, your child can: 

• identify the next number in a 
pattern 

• write one-step numerical 
expressions 

• recognize place value names 

• add and subtract decimals 

• add and subtract fractions 
with like denominators 

• perform simple measurement 
conversions of length 

• find volume of rectangular 
prisms by counting unit cubes 

• plot points on the coordinate 
plane 

• identify two-dimensional 
figures 

In general, your child can: 

• identify patterns 

• write simple numerical 
expressions  

• use grouping symbols 

• read, write, and compare 
decimals to the tenths 

• multiply multidigit numbers 

• add, subtract, and multiply 
decimals 

• add and subtract fractions with 
unlike denominators 

• multiply a fraction by a whole 

• create line plots 

• find volume of rectangular 
prisms 

• identify ordered pairs 

• create line plots 

• classify shapes 

In general, your child can: 

• create a pattern from a rule 

• evaluate numerical expressions  

• graph ordered pairs  

• read, write, and compare 
decimals to the thousandths 

• multiply and divide multidigit 
numbers 

• add and subtract mixed 
numbers 

• add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide decimals 

• find the area of rectangles with 
fractional sides 

• divide unit fractions and whole 
numbers 

• calculate simple conversions of 
time, volume, and mass 

• interpret line plots 

• classify shapes by hierarchy 

In general, your child can: 

• explain patterns and relationships  

• solve multistep word problems 
involving numerical expressions, 
adding and subtracting fractions, 
finding area of rectangles, 
multiplying mixed numbers, and 
dividing fractions 

• round decimals 

• fluently add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide decimals 

• calculate multistep conversions of 
time, length, volume, and mass 

• find side lengths, given volume 

• graph and interpret real-world data 
in the first quadrant 



Grade 6 – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each performance level. A 

student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede it.  For example, a Proficient Learner 

should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 

English 
Language Arts 

In general, your child can: 

• determine a theme or 
central idea and provide a 
limited summary of below- 
grade-level text 

• write simple narrative, 
argumentative, and 
informative/explanatory 
pieces using minimally 
relevant ideas, reasons, 
evidence, or details  

• conduct basic research 
projects to answer simple 
questions 

In general, your child can: 

• describe a theme or central idea and 
summarize near-grade-level text 

• write argumentative and 
informative/explanatory pieces, 
clarifying relationships between 
effective claims, reasons, ideas, and 
concepts 

• write narrative pieces using some 
effective techniques and details 

• conduct basic research projects 
utilizing several sources 

In general, your child can: 

• determine a theme or central idea 
and summarize grade-level text 

• write argumentative and 
informative/explanatory pieces that 
provide conclusions in support of the 
arguments, information, or 
explanations presented while 
establishing and maintaining a 
formal style 

• write narrative pieces using effective 
techniques, descriptive details, and a 
naturally unfolding event sequence 

• conduct short research projects, 
refocusing the inquiry when 
appropriate 

In general, your child can: 

• analyze a theme or central idea 
and provide objective 
summaries of complex, above- 
grade-level text 

• write argumentative pieces with 
strong relationships among 
precise claims and reasons 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces using highly relevant 
content to convey complex 
ideas and information 

• write narrative pieces using 
highly effective techniques 

• conduct short research projects 
to answer complex questions 
using high-quality sources 

Mathematics  In general, your child can: 

• identify ratios as fractions, 
percentages, and rates 

• order positive numbers on 
a number line 

• identify common multiples 

• read and write expressions 
with variables 

• add, subtract, and multiply 
multidigit numbers 

• identify points in the first 
quadrant  

• solve word problems to 
find the area of rectangles 
and the surface area and 
volume of cubes 

• display data in line plots 
and histograms 

In general, your child can: 

• identify ratios as equivalent fractions  

• divide fractions using visual models 

• fluently add, subtract, and multiply 
whole numbers 

• identify common factors and 
multiples of two numbers 

• order positive and negative numbers 
using a number line 

• read, write, and evaluate expressions 
with variables 

• solve one-step equations 

• solve word problems to find the area 
of rectangles and triangles and the 
surface area and volume of prisms 

• identify 3-D figures represented as 
nets 

• create box plots 

In general, your child can: 

• understand ratios as numerical 
comparisons 

• divide with decimals 

• divide fractions by fractions 

• find least common multiples and 
greatest common factors 

• order rational numbers 

• plot points in all four quadrants 

• evaluate expressions with variables 
and exponents 

• write simple inequalities 

• solve word problems involving area, 
surface area, and volume 

• find the length of the sides of a 
polygon in the coordinate plane 

• relate measures of center and 
measures of spread 

In general, your child can: 

• use ratio and proportional 
reasoning to solve problems 

• divide fractions by decimals and 
fractions 

• analyze multidigit computation 
in real-world contexts 

• compare expressions with 
variables and exponents 

• interpret expressions, 
equations, and inequalities in 
real-world contexts 

• solve multistep, real-world 
problems with polygon areas 
and volume of 3-D figures 

• determine and explain the 
appropriate measure of center 
or variability based on the 
shape of data and the context of 
the problem 



Grade 7 – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 

it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 

English 
Language 
Arts 

In general, your child can: 

• identify a theme or central idea 
and provide a limited summary of 
below-grade-level text 

• write arguments with basic 
reasons to support a claim 

• write basic 
informative/explanatory pieces 
using relevant facts or examples 

• write narratives with appropriate 
details 

• conduct short research projects to 
answer a question utilizing a 
source 

In general, your child can: 

• describe a theme or central idea and 
summarize near-grade-level text 

• write arguments with reasons and 
evidence to support a claim 

• write general 
informative/explanatory pieces 
using concrete details 

• write narratives with descriptive 
details and a naturally unfolding 
event sequence  

• conduct short research projects 
utilizing multiple sources and 
generating additional related 
questions 

In general, your child can: 

• determine multiple themes or 
central ideas and summarize 
complex, grade-level text   

• write arguments with clear 
reasons and relevant evidences, 
acknowledging alternate or 
opposing claims 

• write informational texts with 
analysis of relevant facts and 
examples 

• write well-structured narratives 
with relevant details 

• conduct short research projects, 
generating additional related, 
focused questions to investigate  

In general, your child can: 

• evaluate complex themes or 
central ideas and provide 
thorough summaries of above- 
grade-level text 

• write thoughtful arguments 
evaluating alternate or opposing 
claims 

• write precise, well-developed 
informational texts with analysis 
of relevant facts and examples  

• write elaborate narratives using a 
variety of effective techniques 

• conduct short research projects, 
generating higher-level questions 
for investigation  

Mathematics  In general, your child can:  

• identify proportional relationships 
between equivalent ratios and 
percentages 

• solve one-step word problems 
with positive fractions and 
decimals 

• write a one-step equation to solve 
a word problem 

• combine like terms in an 
expression 

• draw and describe polygons 

• identify the vertices, edges, and 
faces of a rectangular prism 

• understand that a sample set can 
be used to gain information about 
a population 

In general, your child can:  

• determine proportional 
relationships in tables and graphs 

• compute and identify unit rates 

• add and subtract rational numbers 
using visual models 

• add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
integers 

• convert a fraction to a decimal 

• use properties of operations to 
create linear expressions  

• solve two-step word problems 

• construct simple geometric figures 
(such as a line, polygon, circle, or 
solid) 

• describe surface area of a 
rectangular prism 

• use formulas to find the area and 
circumference of circles 

• calculate simple probability 

In general, your child can:  

• compare unit rates and recognize 
equivalent ratios 

• use constant of proportionality to 
write equations 

• fluently use all four operations 
with rational numbers 

• solve problems with percentages, 
absolute value, and properties of 
operations 

• solve two-step equations and 
inequalities 

• describe the two-dimensional 
cross section of a figure 

• solve problems with area, angle 
measures, surface area, and 
volume 

• find the probability of compound 
events 

In general, your child can:  

• solve complex and multistep 
problems using rates and ratios 

• solve multistep, real-world 
problems using fractions and 
decimals interchangeably 

• solve multistep word problems 
with equations and inequalities 

• create and compare geometric 
figures based on their properties 

• solve multistep problems using 
angle measures, area, surface 
area, and volume of composite 
figures 

• use multiple samples to draw 
inferences about a population 



Grade 8 – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 

it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
English 
Language Arts 

In general, your child can:  

• identify a theme or central idea 
and provide a summary of below- 
grade-level text 

• write basic arguments to support 
a claim 

• write basic informational texts to 
examine a topic and convey 
information  

• write simple narratives with 
vague details  

• conduct short research projects 
to answer a question 

 

In general, your child can:  

• attempt to follow the 

development of a theme or 

central idea and provide an 

objective summary of near-

grade-level text 

• write general arguments to 

support a claim with reasons and 

evidence 

• write general informational texts 

with relevant facts and examples 

• write narratives with simple 

events and limited details  

• generate additional questions to 

investigate while conducting 

short research projects  

In general, your child can:  

• determine a theme or central 
idea in complex, grade-level text 
and analyze its development  

• write arguments and address 
counterclaims, using clear 
reasons and relevant evidence 

• write informational texts with 
analysis of relevant facts and 
examples 

• write structured narratives with 
descriptive details and well-
structured event sequences 

• generate additional questions to 
investigate while conducting 
short research projects  

In general, your child can:  

• assess the strength of ideas that 
support the central idea and 
provide a thorough summary of 
complex, above-grade-level text  

• write conclusive arguments and 
address counterclaims with facts 
and reasoned arguments 

• write precise, well-developed 
informational texts with analysis of 
relevant facts and examples 

• write descriptive narratives with 
well-chosen details and precise 
language 

• conduct sustained research 
projects to answer questions or 
solve problems 

Mathematics In general, your child can:  

• recognize irrational numbers 

• calculate with a negative-whole- 
number exponent 

• represent multiples of ten in 
scientific notation 

• identify equivalent ratios 

• distinguish between relations 
that are/are not functions 

• distinguish between congruent 
and similar figures 

• recognize single translations, 
reflections, rotations, and 
dilations 

• find the hypotenuse of a right 
triangle 

• recognize associations between 
two sets of data 

In general, your child can:  

• approximate irrational numbers 
to the nearest whole  

• express numbers in scientific 
notation 

• find the slope of a line 

• solve simple equations with two 
variables 

• identify and define linear 
functions and use them to model 
relationships 

• recognize similarity and 
congruence and identify a series 
of transformations 

• apply Pythagorean Theorem in 2-
D figures 

• describe associations between 
two sets of data 

In general, your child can:  

• interpret irrational numbers 

• apply properties of integer 
exponents and scientific notation 

• solve linear equations and 
systems of equations 

• determine the meaning of the 
slope of a line 

• solve linear equation word 
problems with two variables 

• evaluate and compare functions 

• describe a sequence of 
transformations 

• apply Pythagorean Theorem and 
its converse in 2-D figures 

• find the volume of 3-D figures 

• investigate associations between 
two sets of data 

In general, your child can:  

• approximate irrational numbers 

• interpret properties of integer 
exponents and scientific notation 

• solve complex, multistep word 
problems with systems of linear 
equations 

• model relationships using 
functions 

• apply Pythagorean Theorem in 3-D 
figures 

• analyze congruency and similarity 

• find volume in real-world 
problems 

• analyze patterns of association 
between two sets of data 



 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
Social 
Studies 

In general, your child can:  

• identify significant social, 
economic, and political 
developments in Georgia 
history 

• locate some important physical 
features of Georgia 

• identify some key people and 
events in Georgia’s history 

• identify the three branches of 
state or local government 
under the Georgia constitution 

• identify some rights of 
Georgia’s juvenile offenders 

In general, your child can:  

• describe significant social, 
economic, and political 
developments in Georgia 
history 

• locate important physical 
features of Georgia and identify 
their impact 

• describe some key people and 
events in Georgia’s history 

• describe the three branches of 
state or local government 
under the Georgia constitution 

• identify the rights of Georgia’s 
juvenile offenders and describe 
consequences for behavior 

In general, your child can:  

• explain significant social, 
economic, and political 
developments in Georgia 
history 

• describe the impact of 
important physical features of 
Georgia 

• explain the role of key people 
and events in Georgia’s history 

• explain the organization of 
state and local governments 
and the rights and roles of 
Georgia citizens 

• describe the rights of Georgia’s 
juvenile offenders and explain 
consequences for behavior 

In general, your child can:  

• draw connections between 
significant social, economic, 
and political developments in 
Georgia history 

• analyze the impact of 
important physical features of 
Georgia 

• analyze the role of key people 
and events in Georgia’s history 

• evaluate and analyze the 
organization of state and local 
governments and the rights and 
roles of Georgia citizens 

• explain and analyze the rights 
of Georgia’s juvenile offenders 
and consequences for behavior 

Science In general, your child can: 

• identify solids, liquids, and 
gases 

• recognize that elements have 
different properties 

• recognize different forms of 
energy 

• identify different parts of a 
wave 

• determine necessary 
components to complete an 
electric circuit 

• identify the effects of gravity on 
objects on Earth 

• recognize different types of 
simple machines 

• use the metric system in 
scientific investigations 

• recognize the effect magnets 
have on each other and other 
objects 

• use data to create a simple 
graph, chart, table, or diagram 

• recognize safety precautions 
during scientific investigations 

In general, your child can: 

• identify an atom and a 
molecule 

• identify particle arrangements 
for each phase of matter 

• explain what a physical and 
chemical property is 

• recognize that some elements 
have similar properties 

• identify the Law of 
Conservation of Matter 

• identify the characteristics of 
different forms of energy 

• identify simple machines 

• identify properties of sound 

• identify types of wave behavior 

• describe velocity and 
acceleration 

• convert measurements into 
different units 

• use appropriate tools in 
scientific investigations 

• identify scientific information 
given in graphs and diagrams 

In general, your child can: 

• describe the movement of 
particles in different states of 
matter 

• distinguish between physical 
and chemical properties of 
matter 

• use the Periodic Table of 
Elements to predict properties 
of elements 

• demonstrate the Law of 
Conservation of Matter 

• identify electromagnetic and 
mechanical waves 

• describe the characteristics and 
behaviors of waves 

• compare different forms of 
energy 

• recognize that every object 
exerts gravitational force on 
other objects 

• demonstrate the advantages 
and disadvantages of series and 
parallel circuits 

• evaluate a scientific claim 

In general, your child can: 

• describe the difference 
between pure substances and 
mixtures 

• explain energy transformations 
in terms of the Law of 
Conservation of Energy 

• explain the relationship 
between potential and kinetic 
energy 

• describe how light waves are 
manipulated, causing reflection, 
refraction, diffraction, and 
absorption 

• demonstrate the effect of 
simple machines on work 

• evaluate claims based on 
scientific observations 

• calculate metric conversions 
using dimensional analysis 

• provide alternate explanations 
for a scientific observation 



Ninth Grade Literature and Composition – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge 

students must demonstrate to achieve each performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level 
as well as all content and skills that precede it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a 
Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course  
Ninth Grade 
Literature and 
Composition 

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate limited reading 
comprehension of near grade- 
level texts 

• determine themes or central 
ideas in a text 

• provide a limited summary of a 
text 

• write argumentative pieces 
that establish relationships 
among claims, reasons, and 
evidence 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that loosely organize 
ideas using some relevant 
facts, details, or other 
information 

• write narratives that 
demonstrate simple 
development of real or 
imagined experiences   

• conduct short research 
projects to answer questions 
or solve problems 

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate limited reading 
comprehension of grade-level 
texts 

• determine themes or central ideas 
and describe their development 
over the course of a text 

• provide a simple summary of a 
text 

• write argumentative pieces that 

establish relationships among 

claims, counterclaims, reasons, 

and evidence 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that generally organize 
ideas using relevant facts, details, 
or other information 

• write narratives that develop real 
or imagined experiences using 
some effective techniques, details, 
and event sequences   

• conduct sustained research 

projects to answer questions, 

including self-generated 

questions, or solve problems 

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate reading 
comprehension of moderately 
complex grade-level texts  

• determine themes or central 
ideas and analyze their 
development over the course 
of a text 

• provide an objective summary 
of a text 

• write argumentative pieces 

that establish clear 

relationships among claims, 

counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that clearly organize 
complex ideas using well-
chosen facts, details, or other 
information 

• write narratives that develop 
real or imagined experiences 
using effective techniques, 
well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences 

• conduct sustained research 
projects, synthesizing multiple 
sources  

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate reading 
comprehension of highly 
complex grade-level texts 

• critique themes or central ideas 
and analyze in detail their 
development over the course 
of a text 

• provide a thorough, objective 
summary of a text 

• write argumentative pieces that 
strategically establish clear, 
strong relationships among 
claims, counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence   

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that strategically 
organize complex ideas using 
well-chosen facts, details, or 
other information 

• write narratives that completely 
develop real or imagined 
experiences using highly 
effective techniques, 
strategically well-chosen details, 
and clear event sequences 

• conduct sustained research 
projects, demonstrating 
thorough understanding of the 
subjects under investigation 



American Literature and Composition – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students 

must demonstrate to achieve each performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as 
all content and skills that precede it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning 
Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course 
American 
Literature and 
Composition 

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate limited reading 
comprehension of near 
grade-level texts 

• determine two themes or 
central ideas and describe 
their development over the 
course of a text 

• provide a simple summary of 
a text 

• delineate reasoning in 
important U.S. texts 

• write argumentative pieces 
that loosely sequence claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence 

• write 
informative/explanatory 
pieces that loosely organize 
ideas using some relevant 
facts, details, or other 
information 

• write narratives that 
demonstrate simple 
development of real or 
imagined experiences  

• conduct short research 
projects to answer questions 
or solve problems  

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate limited reading 
comprehension of grade-level 
texts 

• determine two themes or central 
ideas and analyze their 
development over the course of a 
text 

• provide a simple, objective 
summary of a text 

• evaluate reasoning in important 
U.S. texts 

• write argumentative pieces that 
generally sequence claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that organize ideas using 
relevant facts, details, or other 
information 

• write narratives that develop real 
or imagined experiences using 
some effective techniques, details, 
and event sequences   

• conduct sustained research 
projects to answer questions, 
including self-generated questions, 
or solve problems 

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate reading 
comprehension of moderately 
complex grade-level texts  

• analyze how multiple themes 
or central ideas interact and 
build on one another  

• provide an objective summary 
of a text 

• write argumentative pieces 
that logically sequence claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that clearly organize 
complex ideas using the most 
relevant facts, details, or other 
information 

• write narratives that develop 
real or imagined experiences 
using effective techniques, 
well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences 

• conduct sustained research 
projects, synthesizing multiple 
sources  

In general, your child can:  

• demonstrate reading 
comprehension of highly 
complex grade-level texts 

• analyze how multiple implied 
themes or central ideas interact 
and build on one another  

• provide a thorough, objective 
summary of a text 

• expound on reasoning in 
important U.S. texts 

• write argumentative pieces that 
strategically sequence claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence 

• write informative/explanatory 
pieces that strategically organize 
complex ideas using relevant 
facts, details, or other 
information 

• write narratives that completely 
develop real or imagined 
experiences using highly 
effective techniques and clearly 
structured event sequences 

• conduct sustained research 
projects, demonstrating through 
understanding of the subjects 
under investigation 



Algebra I – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 
it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course  
Algebra I 

In general, your child can: 

• use numbers and units of 
measure to solve problems 

• identify rational and irrational 
numbers 

• identify and solve one-variable 
linear equations 

• identify and define a function 

• represent data on a single 
variable 

In general, your child can: 

• reason with units of measure 
to solve problems 

• rewrite expressions with 
square roots 

• create and solve equations 

• solve and graph systems of 
equations 

• use function notation 

• build functions from models 

• compare linear and exponential 
models 

• interpret data on a single 
variable  
 

In general, your child can: 

• convert units of measure to 
solve problems 

• interpret and use properties 
of rational and irrational 
numbers 

• use arithmetic operations on 
polynomials 

• solve and graph equations, 
inequalities, and systems of 
equations 

• interpret and analyze 
functions 

• build functions from existing 
functions 

• construct linear and 
exponential models 

• solve real-world problems 
using functions 

• represent and interpret data 
on two variables 

In general, your child can: 

• analyze and interpret units of 
measure to solve problems 

• explain properties of rational 
and irrational numbers 

• solve and graph multistep 
equations and inequalities with 
one or two variables 

• solve systems of equations in 
real-world contexts 

• build and test functions 

• analyze linear and exponential 
models 



Coordinate Algebra – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to 

achieve each performance level.  A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills 
that precede it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course 
Coordinate 
Algebra 

In general, your child can: 

• use numbers and units of 
measure to solve problems 

• identify and solve one-variable 
linear equations 

• identify and define a function 

• recognize angles, circles, 
perpendicular lines, parallel 
lines, and line segments 

• represent data on a single 
variable 

In general, your child can: 

• reason with units of measure 
to solve problems 

• solve and graph systems of 
equations 

• use function notation 

• build functions from models 

• compare linear and exponential 
models 

• represent transformations in 
the coordinate plane 

• represent and interpret data on 
a single variable 

In general, your child can: 

• convert units of measure to 
solve problems 

• create equations that describe 
numbers or relationships 

• solve and graph equations, 
inequalities, and systems of 
equations 

• interpret and analyze functions 

• solve real-world problems 
using functions 

• build functions from existing 
functions 

• construct linear and 
exponential models 

• compare and describe 
transformations in the 
coordinate plane 

• represent and interpret data 
on two variables 

In general, your child can: 

• analyze and interpret units of 
measure to solve problems 

• solve and graph multistep 
equations and inequalities with 
one or two variables 

• solve systems of equations in 
real-world contexts 

• build and test functions 

• analyze linear and exponential 
models 

• interpret transformations in the 
coordinate plane to analyze 
congruence 

• use coordinates to prove 
geometric theorems 
algebraically 



Physical Science – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to 

achieve each performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills 
that precede it.  For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course  
Physical Science 

In general, your child can: 

• recognize the differences 
between atoms and molecules 

• locate metals, nonmetals, and 
metalloids in the Periodic Table 
of Elements  

• describe the movement of 
particles in solids, liquids, 
gases, and plasmas 

• describe the Law of 
Conservation of Matter 

• explain the parts and 
characteristics of waves 

• describe energy 
transformations 

• identify simple machines that 
make work easier 

• determine what produces 
electricity 

• recognize that data provides 
support for scientific claims 

In general, your child can: 

• recognize and label the 
structure of an atom 

• recognize that the Periodic 
Table of Elements arranges 
elements by properties 

• recognize similarities and 
differences among solids, 
liquids, gases, and plasmas 

• describe the three types of 
energy transfer (radiation, 
conduction, and convection) 

• recognize factors that affect 
the rate at which objects 
dissolve 

• identify energy transformations 

• describe electromagnetic and 
mechanical waves 

• use data to support scientific 
claims 

In general, your child can: 

• examine the structure of an 
atom 

• recognize different atomic 
bonds 

• explain radioactive decay 

• recognize the forces that 
affect gases 

• use math to analyze data 

• use the Periodic Table of 
Elements to predict 
properties of elements 

• apply the Law of Conservation 
of Matter in a chemical 
reaction 

• compare acids and bases 

• recognize reflection, 
refraction, interference, and 
diffraction 

• apply Newton’s three laws of 
motion to everyday situations 

• identify AC and DC currents 

• describe an electromagnet 

In general, your child can: 

• describe nuclear energy 

• describe the elements of 
radiation 

• compare solutions in terms of 
concentration and conductivity 

• describe molecular motion 

• explain magnetism and its 
relationship to the movement of 
electrical charges 

• compare and contrast 
characteristics of electromagnetic 
and mechanical (sound) waves 

• recognize the relationship 
between specific heat capacity 
and change in temperature 

• determine which machine would 
have the greatest advantage 

• calculate the velocity of a falling 
object 

• predict outcomes given series 
and parallel circuits 



Analytic Geometry – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to 

achieve each performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills 
that precede it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course 
Analytic 
Geometry 

In general, your child can: 

• identify rational and irrational 
numbers 

• add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide expressions 

• identify and classify functions 

• identify similar figures 

• use the Pythagorean Theorem 

• calculate the circumference 
and area of a circle 

• identify the center and radius 
of a circle from graph 

• calculate volume 

• represent quantitative data 
using a scatter plot 

• calculate the probability of 
independent events 

In general, your child can: 

• rewrite expressions with 
square roots 

• create equations to describe 
relationships 

• identify solutions to systems of 
equations graphically 

• build functions that model 
simple relationships 

• compare linear, quadratic, and 
exponential models 

• use transformations to 
understand congruence 

• apply geometric theorems 

• use trigonometric ratios to 
solve simple problems with 
right triangles 

• find simple arc lengths and 
areas of sectors of a circle 

• identify the center and radius 
of a circle from an equation 

• use volume formulas to solve 
problems 

• visualize 2-D and 3-D objects 

• calculate the probabilities of 
independent and dependent 
events 

In general, your child can: 

• interpret and use properties 
of rational and irrational 
numbers 

• write expressions to solve 
problems 

• solve equations and 
inequalities with one variable 

• solve systems of equations 

• interpret and analyze 
functions 

• construct and compare linear, 
quadratic, and exponential 
models 

• prove geometric theorems 

• define trigonometric ratios 

• understand and apply circle 
theorems 

• use coordinates to prove 
simple geometric theorems 
algebraically 

• explain the use of volume 
formulas 

• apply geometric concepts to 
model a situation 

• represent and interpret data 
on two categorical and 
quantitative variables 

• compute probabilities of 
compound events 

In general, your child can: 

• explain properties of rational 
and irrational numbers 

• use arithmetic operations on 
polynomials 

• analyze and create equations 
that describe relationships 

• solve multistep equations and 
inequalities 

• analyze and represent functions 
using different representations 

• build a function that models a 
complex relationship 

• analyze linear, quadratic, and 
exponential models and solve 
problems in context 

• use geometric constructions to 
solve problems 

• solve multistep problems 
involving right triangles 

• use circle theorems in context 

• use volume formulas to solve 
complex problems 

• interpret independence and 
conditional probability 



Biology – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to achieve each 

performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills that precede 
it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course 
Biology 

In general, your child can: 

• recognize that macromolecules 
provide organisms with 
different nutrients  

• recognize the structure and 
function of DNA 

• recognize that organisms can 
be grouped into six kingdoms 
based on similarities 

• recognize that some human 
activities affect the 
environment 

• recognize that investigators 
control the conditions of their 
experiments  

• use standard laboratory tools 

In general, your child can: 

• identify the functions of each 
of the four major 
macromolecules 
(carbohydrates, proteins, lipids, 
and nucleic acids)  

• distinguish between osmosis 
and diffusion 

• compare hypertonic, 
hypotonic, and isotonic 
solutions 

• distinguish between RNA and 
DNA 

• compare structures among the 
six kingdoms of life 

• explain human activities that 
affect the environment 

• recognize the role of natural 
selection in the development of 
the theory of evolution 

• describe the appropriate use of 
tools for scientific 
investigations 

• describe characteristics of 
living things and viruses 

In general, your child can: 

• explain the role of cell 
organelles 

• identify enzymes as catalysts 

• explain the effect water has 
on life processes 

• identify factors that can alter 
DNA 

• use Mendel’s law to explain 
the role of meiosis 

• describe the processes of 
photosynthesis and 
respiration 

• recognize biological factors 
that influence reproductive 
differences 

• identify differences in the 
structure and function of the 
six kingdoms of life 

• recognize the basis of modern 
classification systems 

• identify the relationships 
between biological 
communities 

• explain the flow of matter and 
energy using a food chain 

• compare amounts of energy 
using an energy pyramid 

• relate natural selection to 
changes in organisms 

• describe biological resistance 

• describe evidence supporting 
evolution 

In general, your child can: 

• apply homeostasis given a real-
world scenario 

• describe how changing the 
genetic code of an organism can 
result in advantageous traits 

• analyze how genetic 
manipulation changes the 
genetic frequency of traits 

• explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of the different 
types of reproduction 

• analyze the relationships 
between different cellular 
processes 

• analyze the need for cycling 
essential elements 

• draw conclusions from data 

• explain how successful species 
evolve 



United States History – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to 

achieve each performance level. A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills 
that precede it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-Course  
United States 
History 

In general, your child can:  

• recognize that Europeans 
settled in North America 
during the seventeenth 
century 

• identify mercantilism 

• identify the U.S. 
Constitution 

• identify primary causes of 
the American Revolution 

• identify key events relating 
to causes of the Civil War 

• identify Reconstruction 

• identify the Great 
Depression 

• identify Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the New 
Deal 

• identify the origins of U.S. 
involvement in World War I 

• identify the major 
developments of World 
War II 

• identify the Cold War 

• identify the Civil Rights 
Movement  

In general, your child can:  

• describe the Middle Passage 
and growth of the African-
American population 

• identify growing north-south 
divisions in the United States 
and westward expansion 

• describe the primary causes of 

the American Revolution 

• identify key events and issues 

relating to the causes and 

course of the Civil War 

• describe Reconstruction 

• identify the Progressive Era 

• identify the impact of U.S. 

involvement in World War I 

• identify some causes and 

consequences of the Great 

Depression 

• describe Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 

New Deal 

• identify the domestic impact of 

World War II 

• identify the domestic impact of 

the Cold War 

• identify dimensions of the Civil 

Rights Movement, 1945-1970 

In general, your child can:  

• explain the way the economy of 
British North America developed 

• explain the primary causes of the 
American Revolution 

• describe key events and ideas that 

brought about the adoption and 

implementation of the U.S. 

Constitution  

• describe the relationship between 
growing north-south divisions and 
westward expansion 

• identify key individuals related to 

the Civil War  

• identify legal, political, and social 

dimensions of Reconstruction 

• identify major efforts to reform 

American society and politics in the 

Progressive Era 

• describe the origins and impact of 

U.S. involvement in World War I 

• describe the causes and 

consequences of the Great 

Depression 

• describe the domestic impact of 

World War II 

• describe the domestic and 

international impact of the Cold 

War 

In general, your child can:  

• trace the ways the economy of 

British North America developed, 

including the trans-Atlantic trade, 

the Middle Passage, and the 

Great Awakening 

• explain key events and ideas that 

brought about the adoption and 

implementation of the U.S. 

Constitution  

• explain the relationship between 
growing north-south divisions 
and westward expansion 

• explain major efforts to reform 
American society and politics in 
the Progressive Era 

• explain the origins and impact of 
U.S. involvement in World War I 

• explain the causes and 
consequences of the Great 
Depression 

• explain the domestic and 
international impact of the Cold 
War 



Economics – Understanding Your Child’s Performance: Below is a summary of skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to 

achieve each performance level.  A student should demonstrate mastery of knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills 

that precede it. For example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner. 

 

 Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner 
End-of-
Course  
Economics 

In general, your child can:  

• define specialization 

• recognize rational decisions 
relating to spending, saving, 
and investing 

• recognize that government 
has a role in the economy 

• identify productivity, 
economic growth, and 
standard of living 

• define the circular flow of 
goods and services 

• define fiscal policy 

• define exchange rate 

• identify different types of 
businesses 

• identify law of demand and 
law of supply  

• recognize factors that 
cause a change in demand 
and a change in supply 

• identify types of financial 
institutions 

• identify types of insurance 

• recognize ways a worker 
can improve his/her 
earnings 

In general, your child can:  

• recognize the four types of 
productive resources (land, labor, 
capital, and entrepreneurship) 

• identify how an individual or 
business specializes 

• identify the three types of 
economic systems (command, 
market, and mixed) 

• identify the roles of the 
government in a market economy 

• describe productivity, economic 
growth, and standard of living 

• identify the flow of goods and 
services between individuals and 
businesses on a circular flow 
diagram 

• describe how buyers and sellers 
interact in a market 

• label supply and demand on a 
graph 

• identify sole proprietorship, 
partnership, and corporation as 
types of business organizations 

• list the ways in which the 
government controls fiscal policy 

• explain why currency exchange 
happens 

• identify savings/financial options 

• define types of insurance 

• use charts and/or tables to 
describe the relationship between 
education and earnings 

In general, your child can:  

• identify ways in which productive 
resources are allocated and define 
opportunity cost 

• describe the three types of economic 
systems (command, market, and 
mixed) 

• describe how individuals and/or 
businesses are better off when they 
specialize 

• identify an example of government 
regulation of an individual or 
business 

• describe how prices act as an 
incentive in a market economy 

• use a graph to show how a change in 
a given factor affects supply and/or 
demand  

• use a circular flow diagram to 
describe how money flows between 
individuals, businesses, and the 
government in exchange for goods, 
services, and resources  

• describe how a change in monetary 
policy affects the interest rate 

• identify examples of fiscal policy 

• describe how a change in fiscal policy 
affects consumer spending 

• describe how individuals select one 
option over another for financial 
planning 

• explain why people buy insurance 

• explain the costs and benefits of 
using different credit options 

In general, your child can:  

• use an example to explain the 
opportunity cost of choosing one 
alternative over another 

• use an example to explain how 
government regulation impacts both 
businesses and individuals 

• explain how changes in demand 
and/or supply affect equilibrium 
price and quantity 

• describe how an increase in 
investment leads to an increase in 
economic growth 

• use a diagram of a business cycle to 
determine the various phases and 
explain how decisions by businesses, 
consumers, and the government 
impact the business cycle 

• describe how a change in monetary 
policy impacts prices, 
unemployment, and economic 
growth 

• describe how a change in exchange 
rates impacts monetary and fiscal 
policy 

• describe how to develop a 
savings/financial plan 

• describe how a change in monetary 
policy and fiscal policy changes 
consumers’ saving and spending 

• describe how education/training and 
skill development impact the supply 
of and/or demand for workers 



End-of-Grade Assessments 
Grades 3–8

End-of-Course Assessments
High School

Georgia
Milestones
What is the Georgia Milestones Assessment System?

The Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones) is a comprehensive assessment system 
spanning grades 3 through high school. Georgia Milestones measures how well students have learned the 
knowledge and skills outlined in the state-adopted content standards in English Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Science, and Social Studies. Students in grades 3 through 8 will take End-of-Grade (EOG) assessments in 
each content area, while high school students will take End-of-Course (EOC) assessments for each of the ten 
courses designated by the State Board of Education.
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What is the purpose of Georgia Milestones?

Georgia Milestones is designed to provide information 
about how well students are mastering the state-
adopted content standards in the core content areas 
of English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and 
Social Studies.  Importantly, Georgia Milestones is 
designed to provide students with critical information 
about their own achievement and their readiness for 
their next level of learning—be it the next grade, the 
next course, or the next endeavor (college or career). 

Where can I find more information 
about Georgia Milestones?

Talk with your student’s teacher or school principal. 
They can provide specific information about the 
dates your student will be taking the assessments 
this year. Resources to help your student prepare 
for Georgia Milestones are available on the  
Georgia Department of Education’s website at 
http://testing.gadoe.org. To see what online testing 
is like, you and your student may visit the Experience 
Online Testing Georgia website at 
http://gaexperienceonline.com. The items on the 
demonstration tests are general and represent 
multiple grade levels. They do not assess student 
achievement. 

What types of questions will a student see  
on the Georgia Milestones assessments?

Georgia Milestones includes the item types described below:

 • open-ended (constructed-response) items in 
English Language Arts and Mathematics (all  
grades and courses);

 • a writing component (in response to passages read 
by students) at every grade level and course within 
the English Language Arts assessments;

 • nationally norm-referenced items in all content 
areas and courses to complement the Georgia 
criterion-referenced information and to provide a 
national comparison; and 

 • multiple-choice items in all content areas and courses.

Georgia Milestones will be transitioned to online testing 
over time. Online is considered the primary mode of 
testing, with paper-and-pencil available as backup until 
the transition is complete.

2015 – 
2016

What can I do to help my student?

Students who are prepared, calm, and rested perform better on tests. Here are some of the many ways to 
help your student approach Georgia Milestones in a relaxed, positive way:

 • Encourage your student to employ good study 
and test-taking skills. These skills include 
following directions carefully, avoiding careless 
errors, and reviewing work.

 • Explain the purpose of the tests. The 
assessments give students an opportunity to 
show what they have learned in school. They  
also give teachers information that helps them 
plan instruction.

 • Point out that some items may be more difficult 
than others.

 • Be certain your student gets plenty of sleep and 
has a healthy breakfast and lunch. Taking tests 
is hard work for many students and can require a 
lot of energy.

 • Be certain your student is at school on time. 
Rushing and worrying about being late could 
affect performance on the tests.

 • Remember to ask your student about the testing 
at the end of each day.
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When do students take the assessments?

Students will take the assessments on days specified by their local 
school system within designated state testing windows. 

The End-of-Course (EOC) Main administrations will occur in 
December and January in the winter months. The Spring Main 
administration will occur from late April through early June, with  
the Summer Main administration taking place in June and July.  
In addition, Mid-Month administrations are available during 
designated months of the year for students who require testing  
at a time other than the Main administrations.

Students in grades 3 through 8 will participate in the End-of-Grade 
(EOG) assessments from early April through early May.

What scores do students receive on Georgia Milestones?

The state-adopted content standards set specific academic 
benchmarks and expectations for all students in Georgia’s public 
schools. Georgia Milestones measures how well a student has 
acquired the knowledge and skills outlined in the standards for his 
or her grade level. Students are not compared to each other but are 
measured instead on how well they are meeting the standards. 
Student achievement in each content area is classified into four 
performance levels. Student test results are provided to parents 
and schools.

Georgia Milestones includes a limited sample of nationally 
norm-referenced items to provide a signal of how Georgia 
students are achieving relative to their peers nationally. Only 
approved norm-referenced items aligned to Georgia standards  
will contribute to a student’s criterion-referenced achievement 
level, scale score, and grade conversion score.

In grades three, five, and eight, Georgia Milestones results inform 
promotion/retention decisions in the areas of reading (grades 3, 
5, and 8) and mathematics (grades 5 and 8). If needed, students 
are afforded a retest opportunity in the summer. For high school 
students, the EOC measures serve as their final exam with the 
resulting score counting as 20 percent of their final course grade.

Performance on the English Language Arts portion of Georgia 
Milestones is linked to the Lexile scale, a national reading 
measure that matches students to appropriately challenging 
reading materials. An abundance of books and articles are 
assigned Lexile measures by publishers. All major standardized 
tests can report student reading scores in Lexiles.

For more information about the Lexile scale, as well as  
resources to help select literature for your student, visit  
www.gadoe.org/lexile.aspx on the Georgia Department of 
Education website.
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Are students with disabilities or students who are  
English Learners required to take Georgia Milestones?

State rules, federal requirements of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA), and the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) mandate that all students participate in the 
state assessment program. All students must be tested in all 
Georgia Milestones content areas at their respective grade levels 
or courses.

Specified accommodations are allowed on state assessments for 
students who require them. Neither an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team nor a parent can request that a student be 
exempted from the assessment program. However, if an IEP team 
determines regular state testing is inappropriate for a student, even 
with accommodations, the student may participate in the Georgia 
Alternate Assessment (GAA). 

While Georgia Milestones’ primary mode of testing is online,  
paper-and-pencil tests will be available for students who require  
that mode of testing (e.g., Braille).

Students with limited English proficiency who enrolled in a U.S. 
school for the first time may receive a one-year deferment from 
assessment in EOG content areas other than Mathematics and 
Science. Deferments are not permitted for EOC assessments.

http://www.gadoe.org/lexile.aspx
http://testing.gadoe.org
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Dates Assessment Type Grades Audience 

August 2017 
Aug 1-18 Gifted Screening (Students New to Bibb County) K-12 Selected 

Aug 2-31 GKIDS Readiness Check K ALL 

Aug 7-18 READ 180 SRI Selected Selected 
Aug 7-25 DIBELS - Beginning of Year Benchmark (BOY) K-3 5 Schools 

Aug 14-25 Star 360 - Screening # 1 K-12 All 

Aug 21-25 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 

Aug 26 SAT 11/12 Selected 

September 2017 
Sep 5 – Mar 2 GAA (GA Alternate Assessment) Opens K, 3-8, 11 Selected 

Sep 5 - April 20 GKIDS Opens for Teachers (State ends May 11/District ends May 4) K All 
Sep 9 ACT 11/12 Selected 

Sep 25-29 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 

Sep 25-28 Progress Assessment #1  - ELA 25th, Math 26th, Sci 27th, SS 28st
 EOC 9-12 GA Milestones 

October 2017 
Oct   2-5 Progress Assessment #1  - ELA 2nd, Math 3rd, Sci 4th, SS 5th

 EOG 3-8 GA Milestones 

Oct   7 SAT 11/12 Selected 

Oct  9 - 27 DIBELS – Formal Progression Check K-3 5 Schools 

Oct 16-27 COMPASS 9-12 Selected 

Oct 16-20 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 

Oct 25 PSAT 10 All 

Oct 28 ACT 9-12 Selected 

Oct 25 SAT (All Seniors) 12 Selected 

TBD by school ASVAB 11/12 Selected 

Oct 16-Nov 3 
rescheduled 

Ga Milestones - Reading and Evidence-Based Writing 
(REBW) Field Test 

Selected 
Grades 

Selected Schools 
See last page for 
specific schools 

November 2017 
Nov  4 SAT 11/12 Selected 

Nov  6-10 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 

Nov 6-10 Progress Assessment #2  - ELA 6th, Math 7th, Sci 8th , SS 9th
 EOC 9-12 GA Milestones 

Nov 13-17 Fall Gifted Testing (ITBS) 2 Identified 

Nov 29 -Dec 15 DIBELS - Middle of Year Benchmark (MOY) K-3 5 Schools 

December 2017 
   Dec 2 SAT 11/12 Selected 

 Dec 4 - 7 Progress Assessment #2  - ELA 4th, Math 5th, Sci 6th , SS 7th
 EOG 3-8 GA Milestones 

   Dec 4-12  L
e
g
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: 
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: 
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EOC Winter Administration 9-12 Selected 
Dec 9 ACT 11/12 Selected 
Dec 11-20 SRI and PI – Phonics Inventory (READ 180 and System 44) Selected Selected 

January 2017 
  Jan 8-12  Ga Milestones – Reading and Evidence-Based Writing 

 (REBW) Field Test 
 

 Selected  
 Grades 

 Selected 
 Schools 

Jan 8-26 TABS (Traits, Attributes, and Behaviors) Screening K-12 Selected 

Jan 8-19 Star 360 - Screening # 2 K-12 All 

Jan 12 GKIDS Mid-year Checkpoint K ALL 
Jan 16-19 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 

Jan 16-Feb 16 ACCESS for ELs Opens (State Closes Mar 2/ District ends Feb 28) K-12 ELs Selected 

Jan 29-Mar 9 NAEP Opens (Schools TBD) Selected Selected 
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Dates  Assessment Type  Grades Audience 

February 2017 
Feb 10 ACT  11/12 Selected 

Feb 12-15 Progress Assessment #3  - ELA 12th, Math 13th, Sci 14th , SS 15th
 EOC 9-12 GA Milestones 

Feb 12-16 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 
Feb 16 GAA Portfolios due in School Vault 3-8, 11 Selected 

Feb 19-Mar 9 DIBELS – Formal Progression Check K-3 5 Schools 

Feb 26-Mar 9 Spring Gifted Testing 3-12 3-12 Identified 

Feb 28 ACCESS for ELs Closes for Schools – Materials due to REAA All Selected 

March 2017 
Mar 5-8 Progress Assessment #3  - ELA 5th, Math 6th, Sci 7th , SS 8th

 EOG 3-8 GA Milestones 

Mar 8 GAA Portfolios due to REAA/ Procurement Center 3-8, 11 Selected 

Mar 10 SAT  11/12 Selected 

Mar 12-16 Spring Gifted Testing K,1 K, 1 Identified 

Mar 19-23 EOC Mid-Month Assessments (including retests) 9-12 Selected 

April 2017 
Apr 2-5 Progress Assessment #4  - ELA 2nd, Math 3rd, Sci 4th , SS 5th

 EOC 9-12 GA Milestones 

Apr 9-25/27 GA Milestones - End of Grade Main Administration 3-8 All 

Apr 9-20 End of Pathways Assessments (EOPAs) 6-12 Selected 

Apr 14 ACT  11/12 Selected 

Apr 23-May 11 GA Milestones - End of Course Spring Administration 9-12 Selected 
Apr 23-May 11 DIBELS - End of Year Benchmark (EOY) K-3 5 Schools 

May 2017 
May 5 SAT 11/12 Selected 

May 7-18 READ 180 SRI Selected Selected 

May 7-18 Star 360 - Screening # 3 K-12 All 

May 22-25 Final Exams 6-12 Selected 

TBD End of Grade RETEST Administration – ELA, Math 3, 5, 8 Selected 

June 2017 
June 9 ACT 11/12 Selected 

June 11 GKIDS State Website closes for SY, SY data cleared.   

July 2017 
July 9-13* End of Course (EOC) Milestones (Including retests) SOP/Summer 9-12 Selected 

July 14 ACT 11/12 Selected 
 

Notes: 

 All End of Grade and End of Course Milestones will be conducted online for the 
2017-2018 School Year. 

o  Does not apply to those students who have the accommodation of Braille or 
Paper tests only. 

Legend: 
Local - Formative Assessment, Progress Assessment, Benchmark 
Local – Gifted Screener 
Local – Screener, Tests 
State Assessment – GA Milestones  
State Assessment – GKIDS, ACCESS, GAA, 
National Assessment 
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